Personal Narrative Beginnings

Try one of these as a hook for your personal narrative!

· Begin by showing the time and place of the setting.
The late afternoon August heat rose from the pavement in front of my house that  momentous afternoon.

· Begin by using dialogue with stage directions between the characters involved:
“Jason, you’re going to be late!” shouted my mom, as I dawdled over getting dressed. 
“Aw, Mom, the bus never comes this early,” I responded with unconcern, slowly spooning even more Fruit Loops into my bowl, never dreaming the fate that awaited me at the bus stop that morning.

· Begin by showing the first action in the series of events.
I was just turning the corner on my bike when it happened.

· Begin by asking a question.
Have you ever done something you knew in your heart was foolish, but you just couldn’t seem to resist?

· Begin by showing the background noise(s).
“Vroom . . .vroom . . .vroom.” I couldn’t resist racing the engine of my brand new dirt bike.

· Begin with descriptive details about a main character (could be yourself).
As a skinny, eight-year-old, freckle-faced boy, I didn’t know the first letter of the word danger . . . then.

· Begin with a quotation of good advice you didn’t follow that day.
My mom had always told me to be careful about the people I chose for friends. I never  thought it would turn out to be such important advice.

· Begin with, “It all began . . .”
 It all began with a phone call.

· Begin with a hint of the outcome or personal meaning of the event.
 I had no idea that morning that it was going to be a day that would change my life forever.





Personal Narrative Endings
Try one of these as a clincher for your personal narrative! Don’t forget that the conclusion of a personal narrative should reveal the lesson you learned or the insight you gained from the experience.

· End with a reminder statement.
· Be sure to look both ways when you cross the street!
· Remember that mothers sometimes really do have good advice after all.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The next time you think something is foolish, it probably is. Listen to what your subconscious is trying to tell you.

· End with Finally, Eventually . . .,
· The last thing you need is a broken arm.
· Eventually, the scar and the pain will fade.

· End with a quotation concerning the whole topic.
· Next time, I’ll listen when someone tells me, “Be careful, Matt.”
· I hope you’ll never hear the words, “She’s going to need an operation.”
· Like my grandma always says, “If life hands you lemons, make lemonade!”

· End with your feelings about the event.
· The best part about it all was the look on my parents’ faces. I still feel warm inside when I remember the proud looks on their faces that day.
· I knew then that I had succeeded. I was overjoyed to have made it through the whole performance without forgetting my lines.

· End with a prediction or advice.
· The next time you are around a toddler and a swimming pool, you will know never to turn your back for even a second.
· If you learn from my experience, you’ll never have the same problem with friendship that I did.

· End with a summary statement.
· No matter how you look at it, laughter is good medicine.
· In spite of all the difficulties, I have survived.
· You really can learn from your mistakes.
